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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's admitted prior art in view of Blank (4571 171) and Knepper (6767497). 

Applicant's admitted prior art as seen in Figure 1 , shows the slide and base plate 
and stripper plate along with the inclined drag element that is secured to the base plate 
that actuates the slide in such a way that it opens the male mold cones. The slide and 
inclined element not only provides the detachment stroke for the male mold cones but is 
also allows for the complete opening of the male mold cones. 

Applicant's admitted prior art fails to teach a hydraulic drive secured to the slide 
for opening the male mold cones and a step with the inclined drag element. 

Blank teaches the slide (Fig. 6), base plate (41), stripper plate (44), and hydraulic 
drives (67), the drives are secured to the adjustment bars that are secured to the thrust 
pins (58) that engage grooves for sliding movement. The adjustment bars along with 
the thrust pins and groove are the slider that actuates the opening of the 'male mold 
cones'. 

Knepper teaches a release mechanism for a robotic parison handling method 
and apparatus. The device uses a cam track (42), and the track having a ramp portion 
(65), first portion (64), and second portion (66), also there is accommodations that 
allows for a small separation to allow for the articles (21 ) to be loosely held but not 
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released (Col. 10, lines 5-26). This detachment step is known in the art and another 
term used in the art is 'mold breaking'. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art to recognize this feature of cam track of Knepper is equivalent to the 
detachment step in the slide. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify applicant's 
admitted prior art with the addition of the hydraulic drives as taught by Blank completely 
opening the male mold cones, thereby allowing for a smaller slide element necessary in 
the system which would allow for saving of space due to the compact nature of the 
hydraulic drives secured to the slide and to have a small step as taught by Knepper to 
allow an initial break in the mold prior to completely opening to an extraction position. 

3. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's admitted prior art in view of Blank (4571 1 71 ) and Knepper as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of Valyi (3868202) and Fischer (3685943). 

Admitted prior art, Blank, and Knepper fail to teach a second drive and springs. 

Valyi teaches a plurality of drives used for actuating the mold sections (4). 

Fischer teaches springs (47) that are used to pull back the sections. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Applicant's 
admitted prior art in view of Blank and Knepper with a second drive as taught by Valyi 
for control of the opening and closing of the mold members and springs as taught by 
Fischer to eliminate the need to actuate the drive for closing. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2, and 4 have been considered 
but are not persuasive, newly found prior art reference incorporating Knepper teaches a 
cam with features that are equivalent to an initial detachment step of the slide which 
must be addressed in a new rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel S. Luk whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1 134. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Fridays from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra N. Gupta can be reached on (571) 272-1316. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Yogendra N Gupta/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1791 
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